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Prayer to Our Lady of the New Advent 
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Blessing of a Christmas Nativity Scene  
God of every nation and people,  

from the very beginning of 
creation  
you have made manifest 
your love:   
when our need for a 
Saviour was great  
you sent your Son to be 
born of the Virgin Mary.   
To our lives he brings 
joy and peace,  
justice, mercy, and love. 

Lord, bless all who look upon this  
manger;  may it remind us of the humble 
birth of Jesus, and raise up our thoughts 
to him, who is God-with-us  
and Saviour of all, and who lives and 
reigns for ever. '���  

Blessing of a Christmas Tree 
Holy Lord, we gather with joy to  

celebrate the birth of your Son.  
He is Emmanuel, God-with-us, 

the Prince of Peace, who fills us with 
the wonder of your love. 

Lord, let your blessing come upon 
each and every one of us.  

May the light and cheer 
that this tree gives be a 
sign of the joy that fills 
our hearts. May all who 

delight in this tree 
come to the knowl-

edge and joy of 
salvation. We 

ask this through 
Christ our Lord. 

'��� �

Christmas Blessings for use at Home 
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Welcome to: 

The Christmas Edition of the Parish Maga-
zine. This has been a very busy year for the 
Parish with the building of the new Parish hall 
and our participation in the Living Our Faith 
campaign. The Hall is a marvellous facility 
which, it is hoped, will strengthen our Parish 
community as a place of gathering, friendship 
and learning. May the Lord, who is on our 
midst, make it a place of blessing for us all.  
By our joining the Living Our Faith campaign 
we have achieved our set goal of helping to 
raise £9 million to secure the financial future 
of the Diocese of Portsmouth—and more be-
sides—raising over £200,000 to replace the 
Church roof! This is an extraordinary achieve-
ment and a sincere thanks to all who have 
taken part. We certainly have something to be 
proud of by this clear demonstration of our 
commitment and generosity.  
A very Happy Christmas to you all and a 
prayer for a  peaceful and prosperous New 
Year to you and all your loved ones.  
                                                    Fr. Peter Hart 

Congratulations to: 

Sr. Cecilia on her 90th birthday  
Sr. Elizabeth on her 95th birthday 
Dorothy Hart on her 60th birthday  
Mr & Mrs Gowan on their 60th wedding  
anniversary  
Fr Peter on the 29th anniversary of his  
ordination 

and to: 

Francesca Adams, Sophia Anderton, Eliza 
Grange, Ursula Moore, Cassidy Rix, Ella 
Staigne, Alexander Bowman, George Cheru-
kattu, Josh Gabriola, Tim Hallet, Ben Jones, 
Miles Kiener, Tom Leonard, Archie 
Samuelson, Ethan Savage on receiving Holy 
Communion for the �rst time . 

and to: 

Jenny Hudec, Hollie Joseph, Douglas Joseph, 
Megan Kerr, James Mather, Catherine Picton-
Turbeville, Daniel Raw, Melissa Short, Olivia 
Walton and Ash-ley Whitley who received 
the sacrament of Con�rmation. 

First Holy Communion 
On Sunday 14th June, 15 children received the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion. During the 
past year of preparation, they attended cate-
chism lessons on Saturdays and Masses, at 
one of which they renewed their Baptismal 
vows. They also brought gifts to send to Van-
couver for distribution to schoolchildren there 
who lack writing materials. They celebrated 
Mother’s Day by presenting daffodils to their 
parents. These were kindly donated by a pa-
rishioner.  
In April they received the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation for the �rst time. We had a morn-
ing of hymns and reading. On Good Friday 
the children attended a special ‘way of the 
cross’ and were given a tour of the church. 
On the big day the weather was perfect. They 
were also presented with a Miraculous Medal. 
The hymns were cho-
sen by the children. 
They received their 
certi�cates on 12th 
July. 

 

Parish Pastoral Council 

The Parish Pastoral Council meets on a regu-
lar basis to discuss matters relating to the 
spiritual welfare of the Parish of St Mary’s. It 
is essentially an advisory body made up of 
members who bring their experience and tal-
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ents to help the Parish Priest to build up the 
Body of Christ in the area designated by the 
Bishop to his pastoral care.  
The members are as follows;  
David Parkinson (Chair ) 
Father Peter  
Sister Dorothy  
Anne Bothwell  
Anthony Fisher  
David Hudec  
Steve Joseph  
Hilary Keeping 
Cathie Joseph  
Council members may be contacted through 
their own email on the Parish website or via 
mail left at the back of the church. 

The Living Our Faith campaign is due for its 
official launch in the Diocese on January 9th 
2010 in the Cathedral at Portsmouth. 
This might seem rather strange given that it 
has already been completed successfully in 
over 20 parishes. A tad late one might think! 
But the ‘not going public yet’ idea  was a 
conscious decision taken by the co-ordinating 
committee early in 2009.  Because of the un-
certainty caused by the world financial crisis 
last year and this, also the oft’ asked question 
“is this really the right time to proceed with 
this extraordinary appeal?” it was decided to 
allow the campaign to commence quietly in 
the five parishes that were initially approached 
to pilot it. There were specific needs that some 
of these parishes wanted urgently to find fund-
ing for, and the daunting financial situation 
notwithstanding, they decided to  proceed 
regardless. It was the phenomenal success of 
the campaign in these places that convinced 
those involved in the overall organization to 
continue to invite other parishes to participate 
informally. Hence the successful campaign 
that was run here in St Mary’s which con-
cluded some weeks back..   
Overall the Parish managed to raise £321,231. 

We have helped the campaign to raise over £6 
million out of the overall £9 million target. 
Only 39 out of 95 parishes in the Diocese 
have so far participated - this bodes very well 
for a successful conclusion of the complete 
Living Our Faith campaign  May 2010. 
The aims of the campaign were very focused. 
To raise sufficient funds to support essential 
projects for the next twenty five years. People 
were invited to share in this effort and give for 
the future of the Church. As the Bishop has 
said  on many occasions, “we have inherited 
from the generosity and sacrifice of past gen-
erations, now it is our turn to work for those 
who will follow us..”.  To that end the cam-
paign will support the training and formation 
of students for the priesthood and the continu-
ing support of ordained clergy in active minis-
try. The establishment of  programmes to 
assist the formation of the laity in the local 
Pastoral Areas to enable and empower greater 
participation and involvement in the work of 
the Church. Present Church facilities need to 
be maintained and updated and new ones con-
structed when necessary. Finally, the local 
Church is supported through a sharing formula 
which governs all donations to the Living Our 
Faith Campaign. In the case of St Mary’s—
over £200,00 will be returned for the use of 
the Parish. This will be used to fund the urgent 
work to replace the Church roof. 
Speaking personally, it has been a wonderful 
experience to have participated in this process. 
Not only having witness the extraordinary 
generosity of Parishioners, but also witnessing 
the excitement and hope for the future that this 
campaign has engendered in people. This is 
not only here in our Parish, but in all the 
places which have so far taken part. I am cer-
tain that this enterprise is blessed by the Lord. 
To use the Bishop’s words once more “..this is 
of God...”. The campaign is always open for 
people to join in at any time. If you are inter-
ested in supporting this crucial campaign then 
please follow the link on the Parish Website 
for the Living Our Faith pages. The Web 
address is (www.stmarysalton.co.uk), or con-
tact the Parish Office 01420 82030. 
                                                    Fr Peter Hart 
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Tools 
After earning a living, were the tools given 
into other hands, perhaps hands he trained? 
We don’t know, however, throughout life we 
are continually offered in�nitely more pre-
cious tools by the ex-carpenter from Nazareth. 

 

Earthquake in L’Aquila,  
Italy 

When the disastrous earthquake struck the city 
of L’Aquila in the Province of Abruzzo during 
the early morning hours of April 6, a school 
and convent inhabited by the Sisters of Saint 
Lucy was all but demolished. Part of the 
house also accommodated university students, 
most of whom, fortunately, had already gone 
h o m e  f o r  t h e  E a s t e r  b r e a k . 
The six Sisters and seven remaining young 
ladies �ed the premises in their night attire 
and blankets to protect them from the night 
cold. The school and convent underwent seri-
ous damage, but with all of this a statue of 
Saint Lucy Filippini located at the foot of the 
staircase in the house, and a statue of the Sacred 
Heart on the roof of the building remained  
intact. The Sisters attribute this, as well as the 
fact that there were no mortalities among 
them, the guests, the pupils, and their families, 
to Saint Lucy’s intervention. As civil defence 
workers and �remen guarded the area, the 
Sisters were not allowed to return to take any-
thing from the building. In the morning, 
Mother General and another Sister travelled 
from Rome to L’Aquila and brought three of 
the Sisters back to our convent in Rome and 
the others to another convent of ours in a town 
near L’Aquila; they had hoped at some point 
to return to get some precious items. They 
were able to do this the next day when they 
asked the workers to take the tabernacle con-
taining the Blessed Sacrament from the re-
cently renovated chapel and the Sisters 
brought it to the other convent.  

The mayor of the city has made it known that 
he wants to give priority to reopening schools. 
While the site inhabited by our Sisters is being 
studied to discover why that particular area 
was hit so hard, he will look into land on 
which they can have a prefabricated building 
set up to accommodate their pupils. Needless 
to say, we are grateful that the situation, pre-
occupying as it is, is not worse, thanks to the 
protection of Saint Lucy Filippini.  
        Sr. Dorothy 

 

CWL News 

Thank you for your continuing support in 
knitting clothes for premature babies. Another 
consignment was recently sent to Winchester 
Hospital. Also thank you for the response to 
the appeal for books for servicemen, over 55 
shoe boxes of books have been sent. 
We would like to invite all ladies of the parish 
to consider joining us. We meet every third 
Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm and some 
of the meetings we have planned are as fol-
lows;  
20th January meeting with speaker from   
Alton refuge (TBC)   
17th February meeting   
17th March St Patrick’s night celebration 

O’CONNOR’S  
SECRET GARDEN BISTRO  

A L T O N  

BED & BREAKFAST  
FUNCTIONS CATERED FOR  

Peter O’Connor Owner/Licensee 
Mobile 07775 462590 

Telephone: 01420 541727 
12 Normandy Street, Alton,  

GU34 1BX 
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Con�rmation 

Since the end of April, the Con�rmation 
classes have been taking place at St Lucy’s, 
Medstead. To prepare us for our Con�rmation 
in the middle of July, we have learnt about the 
various aspects of this sacrament and the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. We have looked at the Or-
der of the Mass, in particular the Eucharistic 
Prayers, researched saints whose names we 
considered taking as our Con�rmation name, 
while also enjoying ourselves with amusing 
games of Splat!  
                                              Olivia Walton 

Family Day 

The First Communion children received their 
certi�cates at the 11am Mass on 12th July. 
Then they, their families and parishioners, 
joined together in the church gardens for our 
annual family day. The sun managed to shine 
and the rain held off while everyone enjoyed 
the food on offer including burgers and sau-
sages and �nishing with gateaux and ice 
creams. The new hall kitchen was in use, es-
pecially the dishwasher! 

St Lucy’s Medstead 

At the end the of the school year, there were 
activities planned at the nursery at St. Lucy’s 
to which parents and other relatives of the 
children had been invited. On Wednesday, 8th 
July, the annual Sports Day was held when the 
children competed in several races, for which 
they had been practising. On Friday, 17th 
July, the Leavers 2009 were featured in a 
simple programme for their parents and other 
relatives and honoured at a shared picnic. 

The younger children will return when school 
opens on 7th September, 2009.   
For further information, call 01420 563 562. 

Young Adults 

Platform 2 is a fantastic opportunity for 18-
25 year olds from low income families to go 
on a free 10 week trip to a developing country 
to work on community led projects. It is Gov-
ernment funded and run by Christian Aid in 
collaboration with BUNAC and Islamic Re-
lief. If you would like more information 
please check out the web site on 
www.myplatform2.com which includes the 
application form, stories from volunteers on 
the trips at the moment and more. Project 2030 
run retreats, pilgrimages, prayer groups; social 
activities and events for Catholics aged be-
tween 20-30 in the UK. During the next four 
months they have trips to Knock, Santiago, 
Krakow, the Holy Land and Centreparcs plus 
a whole host of socials and retreats. They are 
in the Catholic directory for England and 
Wales as a Catholic Organisation and are 
sponsored by the Sacred Heart Fathers. For 
more information about the group please visit 
their web site: www.twentysomethings.eu 
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St Margaret Clitherow  
Patron saint of the Catholic 
Women’s League 

Margaret was a young 
married woman who 
worshipped in the new 
Protestant religion of the 
reign of Elizabeth I. She 
returned to the “Old 
Faith” and was eventu-
ally arrested for har-
bouring Jesuits in her 
home. To protect her 
husband and children she refused to speak in 
her own defence and was condemned and  
crushed to death in York on March 25th 1586. 
Her  feas t  day i s  August  30th . 
If you should visit York, one of the many 
tourist attractions is the area of medieval 
streets, known as The Shambles. Along that 
street is the house that once belonged to Mar-
garet Clitherow and her family. Today visitors 
can enter and pray at the altar in what was 
once the front room. There is a short informa-
tion board giving details of her life and mass 
is celebrated there at times. It is a quiet peace-
ful room in the midst of a bustling city. 

Parish Family News 

Baptism 
Katherine Rose Baldwin 28.06.09  
Kacder Wiktor Mazur 04.07.09 
Vanessa Diez 02.10.09 
Rosetta Newman 04.10.09 
Reception into the Church 
Tony McCusker 

Weddings 
Gemma Christmas  
and John Milburn 
06.06.09 

Deaths 

Andrew Carrigan 
John Jospeh McGinty 
Sr. Angelina Duacelli 
Antonino Galifi 
David Coomer 

 

New Parishioners 

If you are a new parishioner may we welcome 
you to our parish. Please �ll in our ‘new pa-
rishioner’ details form which can be found on 
our website, or introduce yourself to Fr Peter. 
Completed forms are held in con�dence. 

The Language of Patterns 

If you look at nature, there is one aspect that is 
woven throughout God’s wondrous creation. 
This aspect is the concept of patterns. Some of 
these patterns are very simple such as the 
phases of the moon, while other patterns are 
far more complex such as the orbits of the 
planets around the sun.  
Apart from these wondrous patterns, God has 
also given mankind (that is the human race, 
amongst the many gifts He has given us), is 
the ability of being able to create patterns. 
These patterns vary in their degree of com-
plexity. Probably the best example of this is 
the way in which music has developed and the 
complexity it contains while still obeying the 
language of patterns. Some pieces of music or 
songs are incredibly complex such as Stairway 
to Heaven by Led Zeplin or The Boys of Sum-
mer by Don Henley, while others are incredi-
bly simple such as Hey Jude by The Beatles 
(the younger members of the audience 
amongst you will have to ask your parents 
about these very famous well composed 
songs). All these songs have a rhythm and 
repetitive patterns. 
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Repetitive patterns are not only found in mu-
sic but can also be found in our places of 
dwelling – from the wallpaper in the lounge/
dinning room to the tiling patterns in the 
kitchen. The most natural repetitive pattern 
that affects us everyday is our sleep patterns. 
It has been illustrated through various televi-
sion programs and studies that it is important 
to develop and maintain a proper sleeping 
pattern.  
At this point, we can see how the language of 
patterns has a very important in�uence in our 
lives. For the time being we will de�ne the 
language of patterns to simply be the way in 
which we describe the fantastic variety of 
patterns that are present all around us.  
We will now take a short digression. Using 
and understanding languages comes naturally 
as we hear it spoken from the time of concep-
tion in our mother’s womb. At this point in 
our life, we learn the pattern of the language 
that our mother’s speak and more importantly 
the rhythm or pattern in which our mother’s 
talk. The novels, plays and poems that we read 
and write also follow these rhythmical repeti-
tive patterns. A further example of the 
in�uence of the language of patterns occurring 
in languages, in particular English, is the aca-
demic study that was carried out to check if 
Shakespeare (or the person pretending to be 
Shakespeare) did actually write all his plays 
and sonnets by using the language of patterns 
to analyse the structure of sentences. This 
short digression illustrates that the language of 
patterns is in�uential in the way in which we 
communicate.  
The language of patterns, which has such a 
strong in�uence on various aspects of our life 
is better known as Mathematics – at which 
point many people think they may not under-
stand the rest of this article – fear not as we 
will actually not do any Mathematics in this 
article! Hopefully I have convinced those of 
you with anything less than a positive attitude 
towards Mathematics to open your mind up to 
enjoying Mathematics and maybe the thirst of 
wanting to learn more.  
There are two important aspects of Mathemat-
ics. The �rst is that Mathematics is a language 

that can be used to communicate the rules of 
patterns ef�ciently and effectively. The sec-
ond important aspect is to note that everyone 
has the ability to understand Mathematics, 
which is one of the conclusions, arrived at in 
the book The Maths Gene by Keith Devlin 
(which is a fantastic book to read).  
In the next article in this series we will look at 
the Golden Ratio and how some of the most 
aesthetic beautiful objects that occur in nature 
relate to this naturally occurring concept. 
Finally, we end with a famous quote by Gali-
leo, which illustrates the presence and beauty 
of Mathematics present in God’s creation: 
“Mathematics is the language with which God 
wrote the universe”.  

J. Samuel 

Scripture Cake 

The famous “Old Scripture” cake.  If you 
know your Bible well, this will pose no prob-
lems.  If you don’t know it quite that well, the 
translation will be at the end of the recipe. 
Cake Ingredients: 
 3/4 cup Genesis 18:8 
 1 1/2 cup Jeremiah 6:20 
 5 Isaiah 10:14 (separated) 
 3 cups sifted Leviticus 24:5 
 3 teaspoons 2 Kings 2:20 
 3 teaspoons Amos 4:5 
 1 teaspoon Exodus 3:23 
 1/4 teaspoon each 2 Chronicles 9:9 
 1/2 cup Judges 4:19 
 3/4 chopped Genesis 43:11 
 3/4 cup finely cut Jeremiah 24:5 
 3/4 cup 2 Samuel 16:1 
 Whole Genesis 43:11 
Directions: 
Cream Genesis 18 with Jeremiah 6. Beat in 
yolks of Isaiah 10, one at a time. Sift together 
Leviticus 24; 2 Kings 2; Amos 4; Exodus 30; 
and 2 Chronicles 9.Blend into creamed mix-
ture alternately with Judges 4. Beat whites of 
Isaiah 10 till stiff; fold in. Fold in chopped 
Genesis 43; Jeremiah 24; and 2 Samuel 16. 
Turn into 10-inch tube pan that has been 
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greased and dusted with Leviticus 24. 
Bake at 325 degrees F until it is golden brown 
or Gabriel blows his trumpet, whichever hap-
pens first. Bake for an hour and ten minutes. 
Remove from oven. After fifteen minutes, 
remove it from the pan. Cool completely. 
Drizzle over it some Burnt Jeremiah Syrup. 
BURNT JEREMIAH SYRUP  
Ingredients: 
1 1/2 cups Jeremiah 6:20 
1/2 cup Genesis 24:45 
1/4 cup Genesis 18:8 
Directions: 
Melt Jeremiah 6 in a heavy skillet over low 
heat. Keep cooking it till it is a deep gold, then 
add Genesis 24. Cook till smooth and remove 
from the heat. Add Genesis 18 and stir till it 
melts, then cool. 
After drizzling this on the Scripture Cake, you 
can decorate it with whole Genesis.    

Con�rmation 

On the 17th July, 10 members if St Mary’s 
parish received the sacrament of 
Con�rmation. After a number of weeks prepa-
ration the candidates were ready at last. They 
had discussed ethical issues and studied the 
Eucharistic prayer as well as research- 
ing saints’ lives in order to choose their 
Con�rmation names.  
The Con�rmation Mass was held in Ports-
mouth Cathedral with other candidates from 
the larger pastoral area making a total of 28 
young people receiving the sacrament. Mass 
began with a procession of all the priests in 
the area, plus the Bishop, which made quite an 
impression.  
Members of St Mary’s contingent helped to 
welcome people to the cathedral and some 
took part in the offertory procession and read-
ing the Bidding prayers. All in all it was a 
lovely occasion. 

 

Children’s Spot 

Quiz 
1.What is the collective name for a group of 
crows? 
2. Who lives in the Vatican? 
3. What are ‘tesserae’? 
4. Whose statue can be found in Winchester? 
5. What is the black part of the eye called? 
6. What does Hallow’een mean? 
7. What is ‘arachnaphobia’? 
8. Whose tomb was found by Howard Carter? 
9. What is black and white and read all over? 
10. Who wrote Double Act? 
(Answers on page  15 ) 

Film Review ‘Up’ 

All his life Mr Fredricksen has wanted to be 
an adventurer but things just kept getting in 
the way. Now, as an old man destined to move 
to an old people’s home, he decides to attach 
helium balloons to his house and sails away. 
Unfortunately a young wilderness explorer, 
Russell, who is trying to earn his badge by 
helping the elderly, ends up stowing away by 
accident and they �y off to South America. 
When they are there they meet a giant bird 
called Keving and a talking dog, called Dug, 
and together they have many adventures. 
The �lm is excellent for families. It’s funny 
and moving and packed full of events so that 
there is no time to get bored. 

‘Peter Pan in Scarlet’ 

Geraldine McCaughrean 

This authorised sequel to J. M. Barrie’s classic, is 
packed full to the brim with the same magic 
and adventure as the original.   
Pirates, fairies and �ying are all present, along 
with some fantastic new characters – watch 
out for Ravello! With amazing illustrations by 
Scott Fisher, this is a must-have for any Pan 
fan! (Of all ages!) 
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Daniel and the Lion’s Den 

When Darius became King of the Medes and 
Persians, he appointed 120 advisors and gov-
ernors. Daniel was one of them and he worked 
harder than anyone else and became a favour-
ite of the king. This caused a great deal of 
jealousy among the other advisors and they 
decided to get rid of Daniel. They went to the 
king and told him that he should pass a law 
that no-one in his kingdom was allowed to ask 
anything of any god or man unless it was the 
king himself. This, they said would prove 
people’s loyalty to the king. The punishment 
for anyone disobeying this new law was to 
throw them into the lion’s den. The king 
agreed.  
Now the advisors knew that every morning 
Daniel prayed to his God, the God of the Isra-
elites. They sent spies to see what Daniel 
would do.  
Daniel had heard about the law, but the next 
morning he went to his window as normal to 

pray. The advisors rushed to Darius, the king, 
and told him that Daniel was disobeying the 
law and must be thrown to the lions.  
Reluctantly the king agreed and Daniel was 
arrested, thrown into the lions pit and a large 
stone rolled across the top.  
That night, the king could not sleep at all. 
The �rst thing the next morning, just as the 
sun was beginning to rise, the king ran to the 
lions’ den.  
He shouted out, “Daniel! servant of the living 
God! Was the God you serve so faithfully able 
to save you from the lions’ jaws? 
And Daniel answered “God sent his angel to 
shut the lions mouths all through the night. 
God has saved me so that you will know that I 
am innocent, and I have served you faith-
fully!” The king was so happy. Immediately 
he ordered his servants to pull Daniel from the 
lions’ den. There wasn’t even a scratch on 
him. Everyone saw that Daniel had trusted 
God, and God had saved him.  
The advisors were not so lucky. Darius had 
those who had accused Daniel thrown into the 
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pit where the lions devoured them.  
To Do:   
Draw a picture or cartoon strip telling the 
story of Daniel and the Lion’s Den. 

Being a Catholic at  
Manchester University 

When I started at university I had always in-
tended to continue going to Mass; I didn’t 
know what the university provision would be 
like but presumed there would be something. I 
certainly didn’t expect that on my �rst day 
going up to the student’s union with new 
friends that I’d discover the chaplaincy – a big 
building opposite the student’s union with a 
large banner saying ‘Student Mass 7pm Sun-
day.’ During Fresher’s Week itself there was 
free cake given out by the chaplaincy, and 
when I went over to get some more informa-
tion about Mass I was introduced to loads of 
students and our chaplain, Father Ian. 
It came to Sunday evening and I went off to 
Mass. The big Sunday Mass was held in the 
adjacent church, the church of the Holy Name. 
When I walked in I wasn’t sure how many 
people to expect – but certainly not as many 
as were there – there were over 400. It was 
really inspiring – having come from a college 
where it is quite unusual to attend Church 
every Sunday I immediately felt that I 
‘belonged’ here. After Mass, I got to know 
more people – Father Ian had cooked a meal 
and we all went next door into the chaplaincy. 
Since that �rst Sunday I have come to appreci-
ate the chaplaincy more and more. I have 
joined the chaplaincy choir, a group of about 
20 of us who sing at the big Mass on Sundays, 
and usually go to the social after Mass on 
Sunday. The food isn’t free, but it’s really 
cheap, �lling and tasty and makes a break 
from cooking! Father Ian and some of the 
chaplaincy staff prepare all sorts of homemade 
food – it can be homemade soup with rolls, 
Spaghetti Bolognese, Chicken Curry with rice 
and naan bread, and a couple of times we have 
had a roast dinner! It’s nearly always �nished 

with some very yummy homemade cake! 
As well as Sundays, there are a host of other 
activities and societies connected with the 
chaplaincy – this includes the vocations 
groups, the catechumens group (10 students 
were baptised, con�rmed and received �rst 
holy communion on Pentecost Sunday), St 
Vincent de Paul society, Prayer and Praise as well 
as daily Mass, with extra 10pm Masses during 
Lent. There is also a library in the Chaplaincy, 
available to students to use at any time but 
particularly during exam periods – Father Ian 
often reminds us of it – and the fact that the 
heating is on in the winter in the library from 
7 o’clock in the morning! There are also Fri-
day evening socials, which can be anything 
from a movie night to an international evening 
or a Cheese, Wine and Wii evening. 
There are also Days out – several of us went 
on a day trip to York in early November, there 
have been a couple of hiking trips as well as 
larger scale events – last summer a group of 
about 30 students went to Australia for World 
Youth Day and I hope to go on the next World 
Youth Day in 2011 to Spain with the Chap-
laincy. Through these events I have got to 
know lots of people whom I wouldn’t have 
otherwise got to know - one of the people I am 
moving in with next year I met through the 
Chaplaincy.  
Larger events have also taken place over the 
course of the year. In December there was a 
carol service attended by over 2000 students 
(we thought the organ loft would collapse 
under the strain as it was used to hold extra 
people!) The last Sunday of the academic year 
was a Golden Jubilee celebration for one of 
the nuns – the Mass was attended by members 
of her order and several priests, and there was 
a party afterwards in the chaplaincy.  
Overall, I think the chaplaincy was one of the 
greatest surprises in coming to university – I 
hadn’t expected to �nd such a big community 
of Catholic students with a chaplaincy team 
who were interested in us as people and got to 
know us well.  
                                             Caroline Fisher 
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Harvest Mass 

We held a Har-
vest Mass re-
cently with the 
church decorated 
with fruits and 
vegetables. These 
were sold after 
the 11am Mass 
and the proceeds 
went to CAFOD. 
The CWL would 
like to thank all 
those who supported this event. 

catholicgapyear.com 

If you are planning to take a year out before 
work or further study, you don’t always need 
to travel thousands of miles to �nd a worth-
while project where you can use your talents 
and serve in a Church-based environment. On 
this web site you can �nd out about the many 
Catholic gap year opportunities that exist, 
many here in the UK, from working with dis-
abled people to evangelisation and youth cen-
tre work. 

Holly’s Story 

Being nature lovers we feed lots of birds on 
our garden, the gold�nch being the most col-
ourful.  
However, some �ve years ago we discovered 
a hedgehog in our garden and started to feed it 
Since then we have had as many as �ve in one 
season, three of these being hoglets. It was 
amusing to watch them run around the grass. 
Last autumn 2008, Holly brought one hoglet. 
By October we were concerned that Holly 
Two seemed border-line in size and weight to 
survive the winter. Clever Holly had plans of 
her own, why miss out  on a good regular food 
supply by hibernating? She came all winter, 
even though it was quite severe, with only a 

few consecutive nights, plus the odd ones 
when she slept.  
We kept all food and water under cover, Frost 
and snow she was there, tucking into un-
roasted peanuts and special dry hog food. 
There must always be a plentiful supply of 
fresh water, not easy in frosty weather. Hogs 
are active at dusk and dawn, so water must be 
free of ice throughout the night, by putting out 
tepid water late at night we almost managed. 
Some mornings there was a claw mark in the 
slight ice, clever aren’t they?  
Holly grew big and strong by spring and for a 
while we added a small dish of cat food to her 
diet, until her natural food was available. 
This now being September we step up the 
amount of food we offer and there is evidence 
of hoglets but no sighting as yet. We just hope 
they al l  h ibernate th is  win ter . 
    A parishioner 

Dedication of the Hall 

Many parishioners joined Fr Peter and the 
Bishop for a mass of dedication for the new 
church hall. The architect Chris Walker, a 
local of Alton and his wife were present as 
well. The Hall 
has been dedi-
cated to St 
Joseph, hus-
band of Mary 
and the smaller 
hall to the 
memory o f 
Cardinal John 
Henry New-
man, soon to be 
beatified by the 
Pope during his visit to England next Septem-
ber. Newman and his family resided in Alton 
during his youth. Following the Mass parish-
ioners were treated to a buffet and drinks. The 
Mass and Hall dedication were simple yet 
meaningful events especially as St Mary’s 
were joined by priests and parishioners from 
the other parishes in our pastoral area. 
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Safeguarding Training 

The hall was again in use for the bene�t of the 
pastoral area when Jo Higgins, daughter of 
Morris and Eunice Hopkins,  gave a day’s 
training on the diocesan policies on working 
with children and vulnerable adults. The train-
ing was well presented and held a variety of 
activities to make those present raise their 
awareness of the issues involved. 

Christmastide 

In Western Society, Christmas conjures up 
many images in people's minds: Santa Claus, 
stockings, presents, greenery, lights, snow, 
and more. While these images bring joy to 
many, they are only peripherally connected to 
the original Christmas feast. Modern Western 
society, and much of modern Protestant Chris-
tianity, have to a large degree taken Christmas 
outside of its place within the Church year, 
where it follows the expectant season of Ad-
vent. Liturgically (i.e. within the Church 
Year), Christmas does not even begin until 
December 25th, although according to major 
retailers, the Christmas season practically 
starts before Halloween.  
So, what is the original meaning of Christ-
mas? Christmas is the feast of the Incarnation, 
the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, 
true God and true man, as a little baby in 
Bethlehem, within the realm of history. While 
many Christians recognize Christmas as a 
celebration of Jesus' birth, the solemnity is 
also a festival of his Incarnation, that is, God 
becoming human in the person of Jesus. Out-
side of the Catholic and Orthodox Churches 
and a few others, the idea of Christmas as a 
season has nearly disappeared. Although secu-
lar traditions are fun and endearing, Christmas 
is primarily a Christian holy day. Even the 
term itself is an abbreviation of the phrase 
"Christ mass," which reflects the primary 
understanding of Christmas as a feast day 
within the Church year, connected to the 
Eucharist. Unfortunately, in recent times, 

celebrating Christmas with the Church has 
taken a backseat to food preparation, gift 
opening, and other festivities that, while good, 
are only secondary activities that are not 
meant to replace the primary "reason for the 
season": celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. 
While many mention the need to put Christ 
back in Christmas, the need is greater than 
that. As a priest once noted: we need to put 
the "mass" back in Christmas too.  
Christmastide is the name given for the time 
surrounding Christmas Day. In the current 
Catholic calendar, Christmastide lasts from 
Christmas Day until the Baptism of our Lord, 
which is the Sunday following January 6th. 
This time includes many other important 
Christian Holy Days. The 12 days of Christ-
mas, the time from December 25th until the 
Epiphany (Jan. 6th), have often been recog-
nized as a time for special feasting. In fact, 
Christmastide used to refer to the 12 Days of 
Christmas, and some still use "Christmastide" 
to refer to this period. In the past, the season 
of Christmas lasted from Christmas until Can-
dlemas, and superstitions developed, e.g. that 
there was bad luck ahead for those who left 
Christmas decorations up after Candlemas. 
The octave of Christmas lasts from December 
25th until January 1st, the Solemnity of Mary, 
the Mother of God. Of note, Christmas falls 
exactly 9 months after the Feast of the Annun-
ciation, the feast day commemorating Jesus' 
conception.  
History  
Even though the Bible does not record a spe-
cific celebration of a feast of Christ's birth, the 
Infancy Narratives of St. Matthew and St. 
Luke form the basis of the Christmas celebra-
tion. Thus, the history of Christmas ultimately 
goes back to the miraculous virgin birth of 
Jesus Christ around 4 BC. At least by the time 
of St. Matthew and St. Luke's Gospels, Chris-
tians began to reflect on the birth of Jesus 
Christ, and its significance. A few of the early 
Church Fathers speculated about the birth of 
Jesus, but the actual liturgical celebration of 
Christmas cannot be fixed with certainty be-
fore the very early 4th century. Some scholars 
think that the celebration of Epiphany 
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(originating in the East), which included the 
nativity and modern Christmastide themes, 
was celebrated much earlier. The celebration 
of Christmas uniquely as the nativity of Jesus 
Christ, however, originated in the West, 
probably in North Africa. While various  early 
Church Fathers believed Jesus was born on 
December 25, the earliest surviving reference 
to this date as the liturgical celebration of 
Christmas is in an ancient calendar, which 
shows the Roman practice in AD 336. The 
Apostolic Constitutions (c AD 380) mandate 
the celebration of Christ's birth on December 
25th, and his Epiphany on January 6. The 
celebration of Christmas spread throughout 
the whole of the East and the West in the 4th 
century. By the fifth century, almost all of the 
Church was observing December 25th as the 
Feast of the Nativity and Epiphany on January 
6th. The West was slower to embrace Epiph-
any, but by the fifth century Rome included it 
as a feast. Today, in the Western Church, the 
season of Christmas, called Christmastide, 
includes the Epiphany (the manifestation of 
Christ to the wise men) and the baptism of 
Jesus. Also, in the Catholic Church we re-
member and celebrate the divine Motherhood 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, with the Solem-
nity of Mary, the Mother of God, which falls 
on January 1st.  
Christmas was universally celebrated until the 
Reformation, but many Protestant reformers 
rejected Christmas. The English Puritans were 
particularly hostile to Christmas and went to 
absurd lengths to suppress it. During the brief 
Calvinist reign in England, parliament forbade 
the celebration of Christmas, even going so far 
as to force shops to be open. This attitude 
carried over into the Americas where Christ-
mas was outlawed or criminalized in Puritan 
states. For example, in Massachusetts, until 
the 1830s, anyone who missed school or work 
on December 25th was subject to a fine. Dur-
ing the earliest days of the USA, with the 
exception of Catholics, Anglicans, and Lu-
therans, the religious and secular celebration 
of Christmas would have been quite rare. 
Even in the 21st century, many people, for a 

variety of reasons (all suspect from a Catholic 
viewpoint), reject the celebration of Christ-
mas. The contemporary concern is not so 
much how to get people to celebrate Christ-
mas, but rather to re-orient them to the origi-
nal purpose of celebrating Christmas: Christ 
and the Mass. 

Wills and LPAs 

A recent meeting of the CWL invited a 
speaker to give information on wills and Last-
ing Powers of Attorney.  
The meeting give those present the opportu-
nity to ask questions and �nd out valuable and 
interesting information.  
It is hoped to repeat this talk in the near fu-
ture. 

Book Review ‘Tortilla Flat’ 
by John Steinbeck 

This is a story of a group of characters who 
live in an old settlement called Tortilla Flat. 
The inhabitants are paisanos, men with mixed 
ancestry of indian, mexican, spanish and cau-
casian blood. It is a story of an irresponsible 
and reckless way of life, which grows on the 
reader until you sympathise and wish them 
well even while knowing that it will all end in 
tears.  
Written in 1935 it requires a little more atten-
tion by the reader than modern novels but is 
worth the perserverance. 
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Your Services Guide 
Bereavement & Loss Beacon, 
one-to-one support in bereavement, serious 
illness, redundancy and loss. We have 30 
years experience of working with hospices. 
We also offer supervision, training, mentoring 
and advice to health professionals, corpora-
tions and schools regarding bereavement and 
loss issues. Contact Jenny Oster�eld 
Tel:01420 89236, Mob: 07788824535 e-mail: 
beacon.group@ yahoo.co.uk   
 
Gardens Longlyf Timber,  
Michael Barnsley. Timber yard for all garden 
fencing and sheds. Tel: 01252 795005 

M&T Landscape Services, 
Matthew Button. Tel: 01256 350146  
 
Play Therapist Emma McBride  
offers children a safe space to explore issues 
using their natural medium of play and crea-
tive arts. Check out the British Association of 
Play Therapists web site at BAPT.info to learn 
more or contact Emma on 07900 474 255. 
 
Sitting and caring  
Denise Graham, a nurse quali�ed in Terminal 
and Palliative Care offer a sitting service/
caring for Elderly and the Terminally ill. Also 
quali�ed in Child Care. CRB checked. This is 
a free service. Tel: 01420 83583  
 
Solicitors Hilary Keeping & Co. 
Conveyancing, planning and property matters. 
Family matters. Personal injury/Accident. 
Probate, wills, trusts. Criminal matters. Legal 
aid. Tel: 01420 85221 Fax: 01420 87090  
 
Windows  
Clear-view Window Systems Ltd, Geoff Cox. 
Supplied the windows for the Presbytery and 
new Hall.  Tel: 02380 786004 Mobile: 07976 
903629 

Useful Parish Contacts 

APF Norman Street 01420 86334 
Altar Servers Andrew Croom-Johnson 01420 23157 
Alton Convent Sister Helen 01420 541545 
Cafod Rep Anne Bergin 01420 85078 
Child Protection Eunice Hopkins 01420 82040 
Cleaners’ rota Kathy Hudec 01420 564242 
CWL Anne Bothwel l01420 564130 
First Communion Rose Kenny 01420 541271 
Flowers Paula Brown 01420 85599  
Flowers Pauline Fell 01420 82617 
Hall Bookings Parish Office 01420 82030 
Health & Safety Norman Street 01420 86334 
PPC Chair David Parkinson 01420 520588 
Readers’ Rota David Parkinson 01420 520588 
St Lucy’s Convent Sister Dorothy 01420 563562 
Youth 7-10 Paula Head 01420 23232 
Youth 10-14 Kathy Hudec 01420 564242 and 
Cathie Joseph 01730 828163 

Dates for further issues 

1st January deadline 20th Dec 
1st April deadline 20th March 
1st July deadline 20th June 
1st October deadline 20th Sept 

Where can you leave your contributions? 
Addressed to Anne Bothwell, these can be left 
at the Presbystery, at the back of the church or 
in the choir seats; or 11 Blackberry Lane, Four 
Marks, Alton, Hants, GU34 5BN; or email to 
anne.bothwell@virgin.net 

Answers to Quiz 
1. A murder 
2. The Pope 
3.Single mosaic pieces 
4. King Alfred 
5. The pupil 
6. All Hallow’s(Saints) Eve 
7. Fear of spiders 
8.Tutankhamun 
9. A newspaper 
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A TABLE PRAYER CARD 
for Christmas 

   Before a meal… 
 Leader:  Glory to God in the highest 
 All:   And peace to his people on earth. 
 Leader:  Lord Jesus, in the peace of this  
   season our spirits rejoice: 
       with the beasts and angels, 
        and shepherds and stars, 
    with Mary and Joseph we sing God’s praise. 
    By your coming 
   may the hungry be filled with good things, 
   and may our table and home be blessed. 
   Glory to God in the highest. 
 All:   And peace to his people on earth. 

After a meal… 
 Leader:  The Word became flesh, alleluia! 
 All:   And dwelt among us, alleluia! 
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